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W h a t  is  th e  c os t  o f  b e au ty?

I n  th e  80 's ,  th e  f l o r i cu l t u re  i n dus t r y  is  b o o m i n g  i n

C o l o m b i a  a n d  is  re c o g n ize d  wo r l dw i d e .  H oweve r ,  b e h i n d

th e  i dy l l i c  i m a g e  o f  a bun d a n c e ,  th e  re a l i t y  is  d i f f e re n t .

T h e  d o cum e n ta r y  f i l m  L ove ,  W o m e n  a n d  F l owe r s  d i re c te d

by  M a r ta  R o d r i guez  a n d  J o rg e  S i lva ,  a n  i c o n i c  c oup l e  o f

L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  c i n e m a ,  d e n oun c es  th e  use  o f  pes t i c i d es

i n  th e  f l owe r  f i e l ds  o f  th e  C o l o m b i a n  sava n n a h  as  we l l  as

th e  wo rk i n g  c o n d i t i o ns  o f  th e  p re d o m i n a n t ly  f e m a l e  wo rk

f o rc e .  S ta r t i n g  f ro m  a n  a n th ropo l o g i c a l  app ro a c h ,  th e

f i l m  c o l l e c t s  du r i n g  f ive  ye a r s  th e  tes t i m o n i es  o f  th e

wo rk e r s  a n d  f o l l ows  th e m  i n  th e i r  d a i ly  l i f e .  S to r i es

m a rk e d  by  d o m es t i c  v i o l e n c e ,  exp l o i ta t i o n  a t  wo rk  bu t

a lso  by  a  f i r s t  i mpu lse  towa rds  res is ta n c e  a n d  un i o n

o rg a n i za t i o n .  A  p i o n e e r i n g  f i l m  a b ou t  e m a n c ipa t i o n ,

d i g n i t y  a n d  th e  f i g h t  f o r  th e  e nv i ro n m e n t .

A  l o n g  f i l m i n g  m a rk e d  by  th e  sud d e n  d e a th  o f  J o rg e

S i lva  a n d  c a r r i e d  to  th e  e n d  by  h is  c o -d i re c to r  a n d

pa r tn e r  M a r ta  R o d r i guez .

" I  h a d  to  d raw  a  l o t  o f  l ove  to  f i n ish  th is  f i l m .  A  to ta l  l ove

f o r  my  c oun t r y ,  f o r  th e  c i n e m a  a n d  f o r  h i m " .

SYNOPSIS

G e n re  :  D o cum e n ta r y

Y e a r  :  1989

L e n g th  :  52  m i nu tes

D i re c to r :  M a r ta  R o d r í guez ,  J o rg e  S i lva

P ro duc t i o n  :  Fun d a c i ó n  C i n e  D o cum e n ta l

D i re c to r s  o f  ph o to g raphy  :  J o rg e  S i lva ,

Jua n  J osé  B e j a ra n o  y  J o rg e  A rd i l a

S oun d  re c o rd i n g  :  N o ra  D r u f oxk a ,  I g n a c i o

J i m e n ez ,  S a ra  S i lva ,  G a b r i e l a  G o nza l ez ,

M a r i n o  V a l e n c i a

O r i g i n a l  mus i c  :  Ivá n  Bue n av i d es ,  Luc í a ,

A n to n i o  A rn e d o

E d i t i n g  :  J o rg e  E c h eve r r y ,  Es th e r  R o n ay ,

M a r ta  R o d r i guez ,  Luc as  S i lva  

S oun d  e d i t i n g :  G a b r i e l a  E n is  

Exe cu t ive  P ro duc t i o n :  A n to n e l l a  I b b a

L a n gua g e :  Spa n ish

INFO

ABOUT 

THE FILM



1989  "Spe c i a l  Ju ry  M e n t i o n " ,  Au r i l l a c  I n te rn a t i o n a l  F i l m  F es t iva l ,
F ra n c e .

1990  "G o l d e n  G a te  Awa rd " ,  H o n o ra b l e  M e n t i o n  i n  S o c i o l o gy ,  33rd
S a n  F ra n c isc o  I n te rn a t i o n a l  F i l m  F es t iva l ,  U S A .

1990  "Ju ry  M e n t i o n "  Sun d a n c e  F i l m  F es t iva l ,  U S A .

1990  "Awa rd  f o r  th e  d o cum e n ta r y  sh ow i n g  th e  p ro b l e ms  o f  th e
wo rk i n g  c l ass "  M a n h e i n  F es t iva l ,  G e rm a ny .

1990  "E c o l o gy  Awa rd " ,  O k o m e d i a  I n te rn a t i o n a l  E c o l o gy  F es t iva l ,
F re i rbu rg ,  G e rm a ny .

1991  "E c o l o g i c a l  D o cum e n ta r y  Awa rd " ,  F i l m  F es t iva l  f o r  L i f e ,
P e a c e  a n d  E c o l o gy ,  B o g o tá .

PRICES



M a r ta  R o d r í guez  a n d  J o rg e  S i lva ,  a n  i c o n i c  c oup l e  o f  c o m m i t te d  f i l m m a k e r s  o f

th e  1960s  a n d  1970s ,  h ave  bu i l t  o n e  o f  th e  m os t  ex te ns ive  a n d  r i c h es t  b o d i es  o f

wo rk  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  c i n e m a .

T o g e th e r  th ey  m a d e  seve ra l  re m a rk a b l e  e th n o g raph i c  d o cum e n ta r i es ,  suc h  as

C h i rc a l es ,  C a mpes i n os  a n d  Nues t ra  vo z  d e  t i e r ra ,  m e m o r i a  y  fu tu ro .  T h e i r  wo rk  is

o f te n  c o ns i d e re d  a  f o rm  o f  a c t iv is t  c i n e m a ,  wh i c h  se e ks  to  g ive  vo i c e  to  th e

s t r ug g l es  o f  i n d i g e n ous ,  pe asa n t  a n d  wo rk i n g  c l ass  c o m mun i t i es  a n d  to  ra ise

pub l i c  awa re n ess  o f  so c i a l  a n d  po l i t i c a l  issues  i n  C o l o m b i a .  T h e i r  i mpa c t  o n

L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  d o cum e n ta r y  f i l m  h as  b e e n  w i d e ly  a c c l a i m e d ,  a n d  th e i r  i n f lue n c e

c o n t i nues  to  b e  f e l t  i n  th e  wo rk  o f  m a ny  c o n te mpo ra r y  f i l m m a k e r s .

I n  1987 ,  ph o to g raph e r  J o rg e  S i lva  d i e d  sud d e n ly  du r i n g  th e  sh o o t i n g  o f  A m o r ,

mu j e res  y  f l o res .  S i n c e  th e n ,  M a r ta  R o d r i gue z  c o n t i nues  to  d eve l op  h e r  f i l m

c a re e r ,  c o n t i nu i n g  th e  p ro j e c t  bu i l t  w i th  h e r  husb a n d  a n d  pe r pe t ua t i n g  h is

m e m o r y  a n d  l e g a cy .

THE FILMMAKERS



T h e  d i g i ta l  res to ra t i o n  o f  th e  f i l m  A m o r ,  mu j e res  y  f l o res

to o k  p l a c e  b e twe e n  2022  a n d  2023 .

T h e  f i l m  was  m a d e  i n  1988 .

I t  is  b ase d  o n  th e  o r i g i n a l  16m m  A&B  n e g a t ive  th a t

i n c lud es  dup l i c a te d  e l e m e n t s ,  as  th e  o r i g i n a ls  we re  l os t

ove r  th e  ye a r s .

M a r ta  R o d r i gue z ,  th e  d i re c to r ,  h a d  to  f a c e  m a ny

d i f f i cu l t i es ,  b o th  pe r so n a l  a n d  po l i t i c a l ,  th a t  a l m os t

p reve n te d  h e r  f ro m  c o mp l e t i n g  th is  d o cum e n ta r y .

T h e  soun d  c o m es  f ro m  th e  soun d t ra c k  o f  a n  op t i c a l

n e g a t ive .  T h e  d i g i t iza t i o n  was  d o n e  by  th e  N a t i o n a l  F i l m

L i b ra r y  o f  E cua d o r  "U l ises  Es t re l l a " .

T h e  p ro c ess  o f  res to ra t i o n  o f  th e  f i l ms  i n  16m m  a n d

d i g i ta l  res to ra t i o n  o f  th e  i m a g es  a n d  c o l o r s  i n  2K  was

c a r r i e d  ou t  by  F e l ipe  C o l m e n a res .

T h is  wo rk  was  m a d e  poss i b l e  by  th e  suppo r t  o f  th e

M i n is t r y  o f  Cu l t u re  o f  C o l o m b i a ,  th e  p ro duc t i o n ,

supe r v is i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  F e l ipe  C o l m e n a res  a n d

th e  cu l t u ra l  exc h a n g e  w i th  th e  N a t i o n a l  F i l m  L i b ra r y  o f

E cua d o r  "U l ises  Es t re l l a " .

THE RESTORED

VERSION

D i re c t i o n  a n d  p ro duc t i o n  o f  res to ra t i o n :

F e l ipe  C o l m e n a res

C o o rd i n a t i o n :  M a r ta  R o d r i guez

Exe cu t ive  P ro duc t i o n :  F e l ipe  C o l m e n a res

a n d  Luc as  S i lva

P ro duc t i o n  ass is ta n c e :  M a r i a  G a b r i e l a

T o r res  B o rd a

I nves t i g a t i o n :  F e l ipe  C o l m e n a res  a n d

Luc as  S i lva

P h o to c h e m i c a l  a n d  d i g i ta l  res to ra t i o n

wo rk :  F e l ipe  C o l m e n a res

D i g i t i za t i o n  wo rk :  C i n e m a te c a  N a c i o n a l

d e l  E cua d o r  "U l ises  Es t re l l a " ,  P au l

N a r va ez ,  K a ro l i n a  R o m e ro ,  E n r ique

R e g a to  

C o m mun i c a t i o n  a n d  d is t r i bu t i o n :  M a r i a

G a b r i e l a  T o r res  B o rd a
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