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on the local bullies when they travel out to torment her father
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director’s statement

Making Yardbird provided me with an opportunity to explore various themes | was aware of
and affected by in my youth. How certain relationships and events shape our view moving
forward in life, not only with the people we love but the new ones that enter. Having a story

| really wanted to tell, brought my attention to writer/director Julius Avery (who won Cannes
Jury Prize for his film Jerrycan in 2008). | was drawn to Julius (apart from growing up in the
same state) being aware of his sensibilities regarding these themes, knew he would share my
understanding. We shared similar stories growing up in WA, which ultimately brought us to
collaborate on Yardbird. Factors such as bullying, isloation (both geographically and
metaphorically) and emotional insecurity, were aspects | wanted to explore in this story.

| was attracted to creating a world in which the main character endures an internal dilemma
on a variety of levels. Much like myself at that age, Ruby’s character is extremely internalised
in dealing with her frustrations and conflicts. Her interior state and relationship to her world
characterises much of the visual language and the aesthetic decisions | have made for the film.

Michael Spiccia

michael spiccia
Yardbird is the debut short film from Michael Spiccia.

Born in Perth, Western Australia, Michael started drawing and painting from a very young age.
Following high-school he went on to study design at the Western Australian School of Art and Design
(WASAD), where he cultivated his passion for the visual arts.

Michael spent a year in London working as designer, where he began to immerse himself into the rich
setting of London’s music video and filmmaking community and a whole new world of potential for visual
creative expression.

After his London stint, Michael returned to Australia and set his sights on music videos as a way to hone
his directing skills and eventually make the leap into long-form filmmaking.

Michael split his time between Bazmark (where he worked alongside Baz Lurhman and Catherine Martin
as a designer), and directing high profile video clips for such bands as: Evermore, Jet, The Black Ryder,
Grinspoon and Bob Evans to name a few.

In 2012 Michael produced and completed Yardbird, a short film accepted In Competition at the
65th Cannes Film Festival. Yardbird was written and executive produced by Cannes-Award winning
writer/director and fellow West Australian Julius Avery.



julius avery

Julius Avery is a writer/director, represented
by United Talent Agency.

Born in Pemberton Western Australia,
Julius is a Masters graduate of the VCA.
His short film Jerrycan was the Jury Prize
winner at the Cannes Film Festival in 2008
and won the Australian Film Institute (AFI)
Award for Best Short Film in the same year.

Jerrycan then went on to receive an

Honorable Mention at Sundance and the
Berlin International Film Festival, enjoying
a substantial and prestigious festival run.

Julius also directed the powerful short film
End of Town, which earned him the Emerging
Australian Filmmaker Award at the Melbourne
International Film Festival in 2006, and was
also awarded an Australian Directors Guild
Award in 2007.

More recently Julius executive produced
and is the writer of the short film Yardbird
directed by fellow West Australian Micheal
Spiccia, which has just been accepted into
‘In Competition’ at the 65th Cannes
International Film Festival. This marks the
first collaborative project under the new
Bridle Path Films banner, a directors'
collective founded by Julius Avery in 2011.

jessica mitchell

Jessica Mitchell is a Sydney-based creative
producer and founder of production company
Buffalo Films.

Jessica began her career in London before
returning to Melbourne, where she studied
philosophy & film at Swinburne University

of Technology, as well as collaborating on

film projects such as Shadowplay: The Making
of Anton Corbijn, as associate producer.

In 2012 Jessica produced and completed
Yardbird, a short film accepted In Competition
at the 65th Cannes Film Festival. Yardbird

was directed by Michael Spiccia and written
and executive produced by Cannes-Award
winning writer/director Julius Avery (Jerrycan)
The project was the first production for Buffalo
Films, made in collaboration with the Directors’
Collective Bridle Path Films, founded

by Julius Avery.

Buffalo Films is in development on a variety
of projects, forging relationships with some
of Australia’s most interesting and dynamic
filmmakers.
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Original soundtrack recorded at Turning Studios
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"Shiver" Written and Produced by Elliott Wheeler
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Mixed by Evan McHugh at Turning Studios
Featuring vocals by Melodie Nelson

"You let me be honest with you"

Written by Barry/Huntley/Young/Young
(Mushroom Music Publishing)

Performed by Eddie Current Supression Ring

"Black Friday"

Written by Jamieson/Davern

Performed by Grinspoon

Courtesy of EMI Music & Universal Publishing

Financed in Association with Screen Australia
© 2012 Buffalo Films & Bridle Path Films
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