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«THE EXODUS doesn’t talk about the victory of the Soviet Army during World War II. This film shows the conditions 
in which this victory was won. It is an attempt to awaken the consciousness of the young, to make them imagine 
what it felt like to live in the frozen trenches, if only for a moment. That’s why there is a slightly bitter taste to it; but 
to forget the price we had to pay to win victory against the enemy during World War II would be criminal.»

 -Nikita Mikhalkov



BURNT BY THE SUN was released in 1994. The film won the Academy Award for Best Foreign Film and Grand Jury 
Prize at the 47th Cannes Film Festival. 16 years later, Nikita Mikhalkov presents a diptych composed of two feature-
length films: THE EXODUS – BURNT BY THE SUN 2 and THE CITADEL – BURNT BY THE SUN 3.   

Synopsis

1941. Five years have passed since the destinies of General Kotov and his family were irrevocably changed.

At the beginning of the war, Kotov miraculously escapes from the camp to which he was sentenced. Still formally a 
convict, he is eventually sent to a penalty battalion and goes to the front. On the battlefield, he fights the Germans 
mercilessly. After being gravely wounded, Kotov earns the right to transfer to a regular army unit but, believing his 
wife Maroussia and daughter Nadia to have died in a labour camp, chooses to remain with his comrades.

In fact, things are very far from what Kotov believes. The two women are alive. Nadia, now an army nurse and 
convinced that her father is not dead, searches for him far and wide.

1943. KGB Major Arsentiev – Kotov’s nemesis, the man responsible for his arrest and condemnation – is ordered 
by Stalin himself to locate the former General. Will Arsentiev find him in a country devastated by war? And why has 
Stalin ordered him to find Kotov  now, after so long? 

About the film

Nikita Mikhalkov
Director, Co-writer, Producer 

The origin of the project 

I have to be honest: the original idea for this film came to me while watching SAVING PRIVATE RYAN. I didn’t 
want to challenge Spielberg cinematographically - it would be impossible and also fruitless. But I was struck by 
this version of history according to which the Allies and the Allies alone won World War II. This version is sketchy, 
with regard to the number of victims who died on the Eastern front and also to how each army was implicated. I 
started to think about these questions and about the way they had been dealt with in Russia, and quite logically a 
second motivation appeared to me. Indeed all our magnificent war movies such as BALLAD OF A SOLDIER or THE 
CRANES ARE FLYING depict concrete episodes of the war with a predominant sense of self-censorship: a heroic sense 
admittedly but very specifically reformulated and laden with clichés. But remember all the films which the audience 
has also loved which were free of these clichés and favoured realism: ONLY OLD MEN ARE GOING TO BATTLE, 
JENIA, JENIOTCHKA AND KATIOUCHKA or MY NAME IS IVAN.   

About the crew  

Today the public is more familiar with commercials than with more developed work. Few people in Russia are aware 
of the implications of a project of such magnitude. Endurance, courage and sense of duty are paramount. My crew 
has been tremendous in all these areas.    



About the shoot  

For me, this type of film requires “classic” shooting methods. But I am convinced that a great war movie must also be 
filmed in a documentary style. That’s why, for instance, when we were shooting with six cameras, we had two doing 
long shots; the four others were thrown amongst the extras with camera operators wearing soldiers’ uniforms. It was 
an interesting improvisation and gave us lifelike material that proved very powerful during editing. It was imperative 
for us to establish a correspondence between the production and the reality of the times.  It is very difficult for me 
to say what was the most complicated: to this day, when I watch the film I still don’t know how we were able to 
accomplish such work!   

About the story  

It is important for me to awaken the awareness of today’s audience. I want to show the spectators that the question 
of “how to live?” seems minor next to “why?”. It is a crucial question for me. It seems imperative to me when I talk 
about my country, to remind the young generation of this question. In doing this I am not trying to awaken their 
patriotic streak but to ask them the question:  what can we say to the people who have died for us? What is left of the 
reason for which they died? I truly hope I am not the only one who is deeply moved by these questions. The simple 
fact of raising these issues is essential to me. 

Nikita Mikhalkov 

Director  Born in 1945 in Moscow, Nikita Mikhalkov made his acting debut aged 14. At 18 he portrayed one 
of the main characters in Gueorgui Daniela’s WALKING THE STREETS OF MOSCOW. Mikhalkov later studied at 
the Shukin School at the Vaktangov Theatre, then in 1966 at the VGIK, the state film school in Moscow, where 
he was taught by Mikhaïl Romm. After his studies, he joined the army. In 1974 he released his first feature film, 
FRIEND AMONG STRANGERS, STRANGER AMONG FRIENDS. At the end of the eighties, he created his production 
company, TRITE. Elected in 1993 as the head of the Russian Cultural Fund, he became President of the Russian 
Society of Cinematographers in 1998
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