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Introduction

Last week in Paris, I was able to attend a small advance screening of one competition entry, and I am
happy to report that it is nothing less than superb. The film is called SECRET SUNSHINE and it is
the fourth to be written and directed by Korea's LEE Chang-dong, whose first three films - GREEN
FISH(1997), PEPPERMINT CANDY(2000) and OASIS(2002) - pegged him as one of leading figures
in his country's recent cinematic renaissance. Those movies are too little known in America, but on
LEE's home turf, they established the director as that most unusual of cinematic hybrids : an uncom-
promisingly intelligent, personal filmmaker whose work is also accessible and even appealing to a
sizable popular audience.

Probably LEE's most ambitious film yet, SECRET SUNSHINE is that rare movie that possesses that
fullness and complexity of a great novel - one that keeps revealing new layers to us the deeper we
move into it, and where it is as difficult to predict what will happen ten minutes in as it is two hours
later. When the movie begins, it suggests an Asiatic ALICE DOESN'T LIVE HERE ANYMORE, with
arecent widow (JEON Do-yeon) and her young son moving from Seoul to the small town of Miryang
(the film's Korean title), where the woman hopes to establish herself as a private piano tutor. En
route, her car breaks down and when the local Miryang mechanic (THE HOST star Song Kang-ho)
comes to her aid, we see the first sparks of a hesitant romance between two shy, lonely people. And
so SECRET SUNSHINE proceeds for a while, as the widow adjusts to her new surroundings and
takes stock - prompted by the evangelical proselytizing of a born-again pharmacist - of her faith (or
lack there of) in some higher power. Then, abruptly and without warning, the film becomes some-
thing of a thriller, and some time after that a nearly Bressonian study in human suffering, If' it is hard
to imagine how one movie could possibly be all of those things (and quite a few others too), it may
be even harder to conceive of the agility with which LEE guides SECRET SUNSHINE through these
switchblade reversals of comedy and despair, darkness and light. For in the end, the movie is all of a
piece and impossible to imagine any other way - a secular hymn to the small triumphs and cavernous
tragedies of the everyday, and to our awesome ability to cope.

To say much more would be to compromise the surprises of LEE's film, and surprises at the movies
these days are an endangered natural resource. But a few words are owed to the film's remarkable
actors. SONG, who is the biggest male star in Korea at the moment, seems to relish playing the sort
of taciturn, anti-heroic supporting role that big stars aren't supposed to play at the peak of their
careers. JEON, meanwhile, is a revelation. On screen in nearly every scene, she is fearless in her
navigation of the movie's turbulent emotional currents and gives the kind of un-stylized performance
that hardly seems like "acting," slowly revealing to us the extraordinary inner strength and grace of
this seemingly fragile, uncertain woman, until it is as if we are beholding a saintly figure cast out of
the heavens. This is the kind of performance that great directors inspire in great actors, and it sets a

high standard by which all others at Cannes 2007 shall be judged.
April 23,2007

SCOTT FOUNDAS
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Synopsis

AR . When her husband passes away in an automobile accident, Shin-ae and her son Jun relocate down
I want the actors to completely fall into their roles, to lose themselves. ; . . . o )
. ‘ . . . south to her late husband’s hometown of Miryang. Despite her efforts to settle down in this unfamil-

I want audiences to become gripped by their stories. . . e .
/ iar but much too normal place, she finds that she can’t quite fit in. She opens a new piano academy

- LEE Chang-dong - and makes attempts to mingle with the neighbors, but nothing works.



Cast and Character

JEON Do-yeon, as Lee Shin-ae

JEON was born in 1973 and began her career as a TV star before applying her talents to the silver
screen. The box office success of THE CONTACT in 1997 launched her as a major presence in
Korean cinema. JEON’s follow-up roles were well selected and diverse, and showed off her range.
These include the strong career woman committing adultery in HAPPY END, the chaste woman who
loses her love and her dignity to a wager in UNTOLD SCANDAL, and the coffee shop girl with AIDS
in YOU ARE MY SUNSHINE, together earning her a place among the most influential and popular
actresses in Korea.

Filmography :

You are My Sunshine (PARK Jin-pyo/2005)

My Mother, The Mermaid (PARK Heung-sik/2004)
Untold Scandal (E. J-yong/2003)

No Blood No Tears (RYOO Seung-wan/2002)

| Wish | Had a Wife (PARK Heung-sik/2000)
Happy End (JUNG Ji-woo0/1999)

The Promise (KIM Yoo-jin/1998)

Organ in My Heart (LEE Young-jae/1998)

The Contact (CHANG Youn-hyun/1997)

Interview

I didn’t feel the need to read the screenplay before saying yes. The movie’s directed by Chang-dong,
and it stars SONG Kang-ho. I just knew I wanted in... Shin-ae is weak and vulnerable, but she doesn’t
like to show it. She never asks for help. She solves problems on her own. I remember asking the direc-
tor why Shin-ae came to Miryang. I didn’t understand why she had to suffer like that. The director
told me that it’s where she can make a fresh start with those memories. Kang-ho read the script
before I did. He said so many nice things about it. It was after I read the script that I realized it’d be
difficult. I was so intimidated at first. I didn’t know if I'd be able to relay this character’s emotions. I
told the director I wasn’t sure I'd be able to do it.

Chang-dong told me to surpass myself to go even further. I didn’t know what that meant, I'still don’t

know what it means exactly. This movie was exhausting, both emotionally and physically, but it did
give me the chance to surpass myself. I know I've improved, and I can see that. T hope the audience
will be able to see it as well. That’s the meaning SECRET SUNSHINE holds for me.

I never gave up on a scene because I couldn’t get into character. I knew things weren’t working, so I

had to tell the director. It tore me up inside to admit that to him. T thought I just couldn’t come to
terms with Shin-ae’s emotions. But I think I did the right thing. Chang-dong comforted me. He said
we could shoot it later. I began feeling comfortable enough to begin understanding Shin-ae. Soon, I
found my way. I thank the director for that.

Kang-ho is always one step ahead of us. He motivates me to do better as an actor. I can’t help but
admire him. I'm glad I got to work with him. I really wanted to work with him for a long time.



Cast and Character

SONG Kang-ho, as Kim Jong-chan

Born in 1967, SONG began his career as stage actor with one of Korea’s most prestigious theater
groups : Yeonwoo Moodae. His stage performances earned him the role as a ruthless gangster in LEE
Chang-dong’s feature debut film, GREEN FISH, and launched a career as a serious screen actor of
great versatility. Starring in a successful series of popular and critically acclaimed films has made him
arguably the most admired - not to mention powerful - male film presence in Korea.

Filmography :

The Host (BONG Joon-ho/2006)

The President’s Barber (LIM Charn-sang/2004)
Antarctic Journal (YIM Pil-sung/2004)

Memories Of Murder (BONG Joon-ho/2003)
Sympathy for Mr. Vengeance (PARK Chan-wook/2002)
YMCA Baseball Team (KIM Hyun-seok/2002)

JSA : Joint Security Area (PARK Chan-wook/2000)
The Foul King (KIM Jee-woon/2000)

Shiri (KANG Je-kyu/1999)

The Quiet Family (KIM Jee-woon/1998)

No. 3 [SONG Neung-han/1997)

Green Fish (LEE Chang-dong/1997)

Interview

LEE Chang-dong is my mentor. I owe him everything. I remember walking onto the set of GREEN
FISH.That film starred the greatest actors in Korea at the time. HAN Seok-gyu, SHIM Hye -jin, and
MOON Sung-Keun. I was there for my first shoot, and Chang-dong introduced me. He kept shower-
ing me with compliments. He talked me up to them. I was really embarrassed. Everyone heard him
say great things about me. I think that gave me a sort of confidence. That confidence lasted until the
scene was over. He instilled that confidence in me, and I owe him my career. That was a special
moment. He’s a special man.

I had a great time reading the screenplay. Jong-chan talks and acts like any regular guy, but LEE
Chang-dong turned him into a very interesting character. He runs an auto repair shop, but he doesn’t
get down and dirty. He’s the owner, so he tries to stay clean and presentable.

The story is about Shin-ae. It’s a love story, but in the middle of it all is Shin-ae. I think my character
was more of a supporting role. Her character goes to extremes, in terms of her emotions. My charac-
ter is an ordinary guy. He doesn’t feel what Shin-ae feels.

I think this was emotionally the hardest role for Do-yeon. The director thanked me for being honest.
He said he had faith in me now, because I said I wasn’t sure. He wouldn’t have trusted me if I told him
I could do it. He said he wouldn’t force me to take the role. I had no idea it was so hard to talk in the
local dialect. I thought it’d be easy, because this is where I grew up.

I had not worked with Chang-dong in 10 years, but 'm constantly learning from him. I'm very
honored to work with a man like him. I believe I am blessed to work and learn with him.



Director

LEE Chang-dong

Born in 1954 in Daegu, Korea, LEE Chang-dong graduated from Kyungbuk University where he
majored in Korean Language and Literature. He began a career as a novelist and high school teacher,
but in 1993 he joined acclaimed social filmmaker PARK Kwang-su’s production of the film TO THE
STARRY ISLAND as scriptwriter and assistant director - at friend and filmmaker PARK’s encourage-
ment. He joined forces with PARK once again as scriptwriter on A SINGLE SPARK in 1995.

He made his debut as a feature film director with GREEN FISH, a “one of a kind” Korean film noir
that took the Korean public by surprise with its realistic portrayal of gangsters.

If GREEN FISH was an exploration of genre conventions and the real world, he continued his explo-
ration of life and the cinema with PEPPERMINT CANDY, which experiments with the concept of
going back in time, and OASIS, which searches for the meaning of true love. It was with these latter
two films that he bested the critical and popular success he received for GREEN FISH, achieving both
domestic and international acclaim and accolades. OASIS earned LEE and lead actress MOON So-ri
awards for best director and best actress at the Venice Film Festival, as well as a Golden Lion nomina-
tion.

In 2002, he was appointed as Minister of Culture and Tourism. After leaving his official position in
2004, he founded his own production company, Pine House Film.

LEE also teaches film directing and screenwriting at the Korean National University of Arts.

Filmography :

2007 Miryang / Secret Sunshine

2002 Oh Ah Shisoo / Oasis

2000 Bakha Satang / Peppermint Candy
1996 Chorok Mulgoki / Green Fish

Interview

You were planning PEPPERMINT CANDY even before the release of your debut feature
film, GREEN FISH. In light of that, when did you first start planning SECRET SUNSHINE?

It’s been in my head ever since 2002, after the release of OASIS, but my thought process was put to
a halt when T was called to serve as Minister of Culture and Tourism. During that time, the movie lay
forgotten, until I went back to it after I left the Ministry.

For this movie, we didn’t necessarily shoot the same scene over and over again. It was important for
the movie and the actors to maintain the right flow of emotion, so we kept to the order of the scenes
in the screenplay. The scenes in the latter half of the movie tend to be longer than the ones of the first
half, but this wasn’t done on purpose. I believed the movie should follow a simplistic and normal
format, so that’s the process I used.

My original idea for the movie was for it to be... more realistic, perhaps in the format of a documen-
tary. I realized that would be difficult to achieve, so I was forced to give it up many times.

SECRET SUNSHINE was shot mostly on location in Miryang. Aside from how this city,
like most of Korea’s rural cities, is a crude resemblance of the capital, Seoul, what other
things about this city attracted you?

A major reason lies in the name of the city. The “mir” in Miryang is the Chinese character for “secret,”
but the same character has another meaning : “dense.” Basically, the name of the city translates to
“a place with good sunshine,” but we have given it the meaning of “secret sunshine.”

Miryang is also a typical, mid-sized Korean city. We don’t know anything about Miryang. We don’t
have any information about that city. It’s just a crude miniature of a bigger city, and by stripping this
city of everything it used to hold, the beauty, the grace, everything that used to be good about this
city went into hiding. There’s a line that Jong-chan says in the movie that captures this message : “It
is like anywhere else.” It brings up the question of “why must we live there?” Despite this, I thought
that the reason for living can be found within the city itself, that the reason is hidden inside its walls.
Salvation has to be found within it, not because the reality is particularly beautiful or meaningful, but
because there has to be a reason why we must continue on living, even inside this crude, gloomy city.
If God existed, then this is what God would say to us. And that’s the story I wanted to

convey.
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