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and HERNAN MENDOZA
SYNOPSIS

Julieta’s Emma Sudrez stars in Michel Franco’s fourth film in Official Selection at
Cannes, the story of a mother who takes extreme measures when her adolescent
daughter has a baby.

17 year-old Valeria is pregnant by her teenage boyfriend but she hasn't informed her
absent mother, April. When her sister Clara goes behind her back and calls April, their
mother arrives full of concern, support and tenderness. But once the baby is born, it
soon becomes clear why Valeria wanted to keep April as far away as possible.

INTERVIEW WITH THE DIRECTOR
What inspired you to begin work on this film?
A few years ago | saw a pregnant teenage girl, a very common sight in México.

This one really caught my attention, making me think about how she found herself in
that situation, what might happen to her baby, what might happen to her... she
seemed both content and anguished, full of hope for the future but also filled with
anxiety... these contrasts in that pregnant girl’s expression were the origin of the
story.

In addition, | am fascinated by the competitive relationship that so many women and
men have with their own children; they refuse to accept they aren’t 20 years old
anymore, that time has passed... that denial, those shifts in family dynamics, can lead
to chaos.

These two elements gave birth to this film.



Please describe your working method and the atmosphere on set.

For me, it is a matter of placing complete trust in the actors, giving them both time
and tools. For example, Emma, Valeria and Joanna spent a week together at the house
in Vallarta without the production crew present and without my intervening. They just
got to know each other and spent time together bonding.

Whenever we filmed a scene, they knew more about their characters and their past
than | did... they surprised me by explaining things about their identities.

The on-screen chemistry was established that week and it was reinforced by shooting
the film in chronological order. This method favored the actors, particularly the less
experienced ones.

Please share a few words about your actors.

Emma Sudrez's intuition, talent and devotion are obvious in the film. She works
equally with her mind and with her gut... she is guided by intuition, but she is also
incredibly intelligent. At times, she suffers by taking her emotions too far; she wears
herself out and expects to receive as much as she gives. She needs the other actors
and crew to be both generous and conscious of her devotion. If this relationship breaks
down, she can get lost, taking the scene with her.

Valeria is completely natural, and put her trust entirely in my hands. She is naturally
gifted and fearless... she transmits everything effortlessly; her expressions are
complex for such a young girl; her internal world is labyrinthine.

I cannot imagine this film without Emma and Valeria; their combined energy is Abril’'s
engine.

What did you learn during the course of making this film?

Developing four points of view was complicated... in my previous films, | had always
dealt with one or two principal point of views.

Giving a voice to each character as well as finding a balance during editing was
difficult. Camera work and movements were also different to what | was accustomed
to and that made things interesting... My DOP, Yves Cape, is a great accomplice on set
and we worked with a mixture of improvisation and obsessive pre-production.

We always knew in advance how we were going to film each scene but that could
always change completely the moment we started to film.

Filming in chronological order and editing on set also allowed us the opportunity for
many re-shoots as well as to approach the scenes in many different ways, time and
again.

What are your views on the state of the film industry in your country?
México has seen vast improvement in terms of quality, quantity and variety. There are

many diverse voices combining well-established directors with newer ones filming
interesting things.



At the same time, a massive commercial movie industry has developed in which
Mexican film has done its part to win over the public. Little by little, the situation is
improving despite the disloyal competition through which Hollywood floods our
screens.

Can you tell us about your next project?

Since we wrapped up Chronic, Tim Roth and | have talked about making another film
together; we're both very excited at the prospect and have quite a few options... right
now, we have to shut ourselves away and write, spend time together. The thought of
working with Tim again delights me no end.

If you could meet a favourite filmmaker, who would it be and what would be your first
question?

| always think about Bufuel - he's the best reference in México... he made his best
work here and people | collaborate with have so many stories to share about him.

| would ask him if it's true what they say: that he made a good Martini...

THE PRODUCTION

Michel Franco wanted to create an environment which would make his production flow
as freely as possible so prior to filming, he had the actors all move in together to the
same house the film was shot in, in order that they could feel natural around each
other and at ease with their surroundings.

The young male lead, Enrique Arrizon who plays Mateo, also spent several days in
Puerto Vallarta before filming began, getting to know the actresses and adapting to
the environment.

Spending time together on location meant that the actors could prepare and develop
their characters. Emma Suarez personally shopped for and selected her clothes for the
role; Joanna Larequi, who needed to gain weight to play the role of Clara, used the
services of a personal nutritionist provided by the production.

Ana Valeria Becerril (Valeria) was required to spend at least 5 hours in make-up every
day in order to achieve a realistic pregnancy bump by means of prosthetics.

Four infants were cast, including a pair of twins, to play baby Karen.

Franco filmed scenes in chronological order - something he does on all his films -
moving back and forth between locations and cities as the story required. He also
edits on set, allowing him to analyse what he has shot in real time and to make small
adjustments as filming progresses.



BIOGRAPHIES
CAST
EMMA SUAREZ (April)

Emma Suarez is a Spanish actress with wide-ranging experience in theatre, film and
television. Her collaboration with director Julio Medem (Vacas, La Ardilla roja and
Tierra) brought her to the attention of director Pilar Miro for whom she starred in Tu
nombre envenena mis suefios and El perro del hortelano. Her performance in the
latter film earned Suarez her first Goya Award in the Best Actress category.

In 2017, Emma Suarez won her second Goya for Best Actress for Pedro Almoddvar’s
Julieta. At the same ceremony, she also received the Goya for Best Supporting Actress
in the film La Préxima Piel (The Next Skin) by Iso Campo and Isaki Lacuesta.

ANA VALERIA BECERRIL (Valeria)

Born in Mexico City in 1997, Ana Valeria currently studies at the CasAzul acting school.
In 2013, she made her theatre debut with “The Last Reef in Third Dimension” at
Teatro Orientacién and has since appeared in three additional professional stage
productions, most recently in “Nada Siempre, Todo Nunca”, for the Colectivo
Macrameé.

APRIL'S DAUGHTER marks Ana Valeria’s screen debut.
ENRIQUE ARRIZON (Mateo)

Mexican actor Enrique Arrizon was born in 1993. At the age of 16, he began studying
acting at the Foro Shakespeare and at CasAzul. He has worked in film, television and
theatre, performing in short films as well as the Argo series, “Mensaje Indirecto”.

Enrique makes his feature film debut in APRIL'S DAUGHTER.

JOANNA LAREQUI (Clara)

A 2005 graduate of the Casa del Teatro, Joanna has performed in more than 20
theatrical productions. She is co-founder of the acting company Hijas de Safo,
(formerly Escena VII) where she has also developed her skills as a writer and producer.
She has worked under the direction of Morris Savariego, Rogelio Luévano, Rocio
Belmont, Emilio Savinni, and Amanda Farah amongst others. In the television series,
“Bienvenida Realidad”, she plays Lola.

She has appeared in various short films, primarily with Alex Arguelles, as well as in
features including Emilio Portes’s “El Crimen del Cacaro Gumaro" , Marcelino Islas’s “
La Caridad”, and Guillermo Barba’s, “Original y Copia”. Joanna will soon be seen in
“Nadie sabra Nunca” by Jesus Torres Torres.



CREW
MICHEL FRANCO - Writer/Director/Producer

Franco was born in México City in 1979. As a writer, director and producer, his body of
work includes Chronic (which screened in Competition in Cannes 2015 and won the
award for Best Screenplay, and After Lucia which won Best Film in Un Certain Regard,
Cannes 2012.

Franco produced 600 Miles (directed by Gabriel Ripstein), winner of the Best First
Feature award at the 2015 Berlin Film Festival, and From Afar, directed by Lorenzo
Vigas, which won the Golden Lion at the 2015 Venice Film Festival.

Franco is currently developing several feature film and TV projects via his company
Lucia Films.

Feature Films
Las Hijas de Abril | April’s Daughter (2017)
1 Cannes Film Festival - Official Selection
Chronic (2015)
1 Cannes Film Festival - In Competition - Award for Best Screenplay
[ Cartagena International Film Festival - Gem Section - Award for Best Film
71 Film Independent Spirit Awards. Nominee for Best Picture.
A Los Ojos (2015)
[ Morelia International Film Festival.
1 Karlovy Vary International Film Festival.
After Lucia (2012)
0 Cannes Film Festival - Un certain regard - Best Film Award
1 San Sebastian Film Festival - Horizons Award - Special Mention
1 London Film Festival (BFI) - Special Mention of the Jury
Daniel and Ana (2009)
1 Director’s Fortnight /Quinzaine des réalisateurs

Feature Films produced by Franco
Desde Alla (From Afar) by Lorenzo Vigas (2015)

] Venice Film Festival -In Competition - winner of the Leone d’Oro
600 Milas (600 Miles) by Gabriel Ripstein (2015)

C Berlin Film Festival - winner winner of the Best First Feature award.
The Heirs by Jorge Hernandez Aldana (2016)

e Morelia International Film Festival

YVES CAPE -Director of Photography

Yves Cape reteams with Michel Franco for “April’s Daughter” following their
collaboration on “Chronic”. His film and TV credits as a cinematographer span 27
years, including among many others Leos Carax’s “Holy Motors”; Bruno Dumont’s
“L’humanité” and “Hadewijch”; Claire Denis’'s “White Material” and Alain Berliner’s
“Ma Vie en Rose”. Recent films include Martin Provost’'s “Sage Femme” and “La
Priere”, directed by Cédric Khan for whom he previously shot “Vie Sauvage”. He is a
member of both the French and Belgian Society of Cinematographers.
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LUIS ALBERTO MONROY
HERNAN MENDOZA
SUSI SCHUEGRAF

JOSE ANGEL GARCIA
PRISCILA GONZALEZ
MONICA DEL CARMEN
ROXY MARIN
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CAMILA ACOSTA

EMMA SARFATI SACAL
VIOLETA SARFATI SACAL
DIEGO SANCHEZ
EMMANUEL MEJiA
TAMARA VALLARTA
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MARIA ADELAIDA PUERTA
ALFONSO OROZCO
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MARIA SANDOVAL
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PEDRO HERNANDEZ
MARIO ESCALANTE



CREW
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AMBIENTACION
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VESTUARIO
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ASISTENTE SONIDO DIRECTO

CONSULTOR

NOSHA SAUMA
DARIO YAZBEK BERNAL

JESUS ARAMBURU

TANIA PINEDA

JESSICA GUTIERREZ-HEFNER
MARISELA RENOVALES
CARLOS ARJONA

DANIEL CABRERA

JACK CASTILLO

ANA HERNANDEZ
LLORET GIRONES

MAURICIO ARAMBURU
YARDENA MAIMON COHEN
KAREN HOST

YARDENA MAIMON COHEN
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MAQUILLAJE FX

ROBERTO ORTiZ
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TRANSPORTACION
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SANTIAGO PEREZ ROCHA

BHD-ESTUDIOS
SANDRA RAMIREZ

ENRIQUE FERNADEZ TANCO

GERARDO TRIGUEROS
ISRAEL MATA

JOSE MARIA RAMOS
ALDO CANDIA
PAULINA GONZALEZ
SANDRA RAMIREZ
ALEJANDRO DE ICAZA

ASTRO LX
MARCO PENA
NORMA CHAVEZ

M141

THIBAULT CARTEROT
PATRICE GOESSANT
JUSTINE BERNAL

LUCAS ROY

MARINA AMARO

CECILE PORTAL

PIERRE BEAUTRAIT
MYLAN NGUYEN QUANG
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ALEXANDRA BAS
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RICARDO TRABULSI
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OSCAR SANCHEZ
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EDUARDO RAMIREZ
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FERNANDO HERNANDEZ

GABRIELA ORDONEZ
JESSICA ZUNI
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AR TRANSPORTES
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SEGURIDAD Y ALARMA DE OCCIDENTE
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MIRIAM OROZCO

GABRIEL ORDONEZ
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MEXICANO
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CARLOS FERNANDEZ
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JOSE IGNACIO SOTO
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EDDIE HARARI
iNDICE
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JOE RODRIGUEZ
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CARMEN ESTRADA Y FAMILIA * CHRISTIAN VON ROEHRICH DE LA ISLA - DELEGACION BENITO JUAREZ
CONSUBANCO SA INSTITUCION DE BANCA MULTIPLE « DAVID ALFARO « DJ “EL RUSQO” «
EDUARDO VENADO CHAVEZ « EL IMPERIAL « ERNESTO VELAZQUEZ - DIRECTOR GENERAL DE CANAL 22
FABIOLA PENA « FEDERICA RUIZ MAZA -«
FERNANDO SANCHEZ ACEVES - DIRECTOR DEL INSTITUTO VALLARTENSE DE CULTURA
FRANCISCO CASTILLO -
FRANCISCO FERNANDEZ CERVANTES - DIRECTOR JURIDICO ADMINISTRACION DE CONTENIDOS DE
TELEVISA «
GABRIEL BOJORQUEZ - HOTEL MERCURIO * GINA SANTAELLA «
GUADALUPE RUMUALDO - CENTURY 21 GUARNEROS « GUSTAVO DE LUNA RODRIGUEZ * HECTOR LOPEZ «
HERNAN JABES * HOSPITAL SAN JAVIER MARINA ¢ ISLA CORAL GONZALEZ
IVAN LOPEZ - BAR SANTA JULIA « JAVIER GOMEZ MEJiA - TERMINAL AUTOBUSES DEL NORTE «
JESUS EDUARDO ALMAGUER RAMIREZ - FISCAL GENERAL DEL ESTADO DE JALISCO
JORGE SAUMA NOVELO -
JOSE ANTONIO MARTINEZ CASTILLO - GASOLINERA MARTIN EN BAHIA DE BANDERAS
JOSE CARLOS GARCIA LETONA « KAREN ODONELL -«
KAREN WITT - COMISION MEXICANA DE FILMACIONES « KATYA MARTINEZ S. « LA FEDERAL CANTINA
LAURA GUEVARA CRUZ + LAURA NUNEZ + LEONARDO GONZALEZ « LILIAN YEDID
LORENIA ROMERO - RESTAURANTE BOCA 21 DELI « MA. EUGENIA RAMIREZ - CENTURY 21 ACIERTO «
MANTAMAR BEACH CLUB & ALMA RESORT * MANUEL CARRASCO
MANUEL GOMEZ PAZ - COMISION DE FILMACIONES DEL ESTADO DE JALISCO
MARGARITO VICENCIO ROMERO * MARIANA MEJIA BRAVO «
MARIO GARCIA - DIRECTOR JURIDICO DE DEPORTES DE GRUPO TELEVISA * MAYRA AQUINO GONZALEZ
MIGUEL ANGEL ARAMBURU « MIRIAM JIMENEZ VARGAS - HOSPITAL SAN JAVIER
MTRO. GABRIEL TORRES ESPINOZA - DIRECTOR DEL SISTEMA UNIVERSITARIO DE RADIO TELEVISION Y
CINEMATOGRAFIA DE LA UNIVERSIDAD DE GUADALAJARA ¢
OMAR GONZALEZ CADENA + OSCAR FIGUEROA + PABLO MARTINEZ DE VELASCO
PAULINA GARCIA - GRUPO HOTELERO PRISMA « PIERRE BONIN ¢
RAUL ALEJANDRO VELAZQUEZ RUIZ - COMISIONADO DE SEGURIDAD PUBLICA DEL ESTADO DEL GOBIERNO
DE JALISCO -
RAUL SIMANCAS « REGIDURIA DE TURISMO DE PUERTO VALLARTA -«
RESTAURANTE ORIGENES ORGANICOS ¢« ROSSANA CAMARENA MEILLON ¢ ROTULARTE
RUBEN GARIBAY OCHOA * SHARON HERNANDEZ MORALES - TAQUERIA LOS PARADOS
SOFIA GARCIA GUZMAN - DELEGACION BENITO JUAREZ -
TERESA MORENO - SECRETARIA PARTICULAR DEL COMISIONADO DE SEGURIDAD PUBLICA DEL ESTADO DE
JALISCO
VERONICA FLORES + VERONICA LANGARICA
VERONICA MIRANDA GALDUROZ - CINEPOLIS PUERTO VALLARTA
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