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| empty stirring fills the air.
Down fall the stars. The sky oblivious to the scars.

The water sleeps as the people languish in pain.

The tide in retreat as the seas wane.

Lnd yet out of the sky plants emerge.

The fish swim back to the past and fly as they surge.
People of the north, south, east and west.
What next for them now?

What next for them now?
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SYNOPSIS
HEARME

When an asteroid hits the Earth, underwater volcanic eruptions
risk submerging a riverside town and the inhabitants start to

flee inland. The day before leaving, Nian says goodbye to a
childhood friend but on her way she crosses paths with some of
the town’s residents. Gradually, her memories of the town start
to become clearer and clearer in her mind.
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DIRECTOR’S

STATEMENT
TR

The memories we have of our native land or acquaintances from our
past grow within us. We are so familiar with those memories that we
invariably take them for granted. What sets us aside from other living
creatures on this planet? Subtle hints can stir up emotions and allow
us to create or rebuild the past. Perhaps forgotten spaces and a
humbled mankind can find a different way to coexist forever.
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The film title in its original language means “A Cliff Rising by the Sea”,
which comes from The Flowers of Evil by Charles Baudelaire, “Upon
my love, deep and gentle as the sea / Which rose toward her as
toward a cliff.” (A mon amour profond et doux comme la mer / Qui
vers elle montait comme vers sa falaise.)

When faced by fatal challenges of the nature, what can human beings
grasp? The unknowable end of the world and farewells may trigger the
memories deep down to surge again.
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The true farewell is not saying goodbye, but oblivion. That’s why the main
character is called Nian, which means “Never forget” in mandarin.

Farewells always come unexpectedly. What we thought would stay with
us forever might disappear in the next moment. It's not until the last day
before Nian leaves her hometown, that she picks up the fragments of her
past, realizing what'’s truly precious.
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“If your city were to be submerged by the sea tomorrow,
what would you do?”

Most of us would flee, and some of us might refuse to accept reality —not

believing in it or even thinking about it. They choose to live in the moment,
so that life could go on in pleasure.

There are also two groups of watchmen in this film. One is the swimmers
seen at the beginning of the film, who stare into the distance like statues. In
the end, they dive into the water as usual while everyone else flees.

The other one is the soulful old man who guards his decrepitude and
neglected tea house, ready to spend the rest of his life with the memories
of his wife, who'’s long passed away.




Yibin was the shooting location of my first feature, which was shut down due to
COVID-19. | went back there to shoot this short for its captivating texture. It was a
five-day shoot on both 35mm film and digital cameras.

For location and set design, | paid attention to the relationship between interior
and exterior space, man-made structures and natural environments. Employing
elements like water and glass, and focusing on different layers of blue and green,
| tried to achieve a sense of surrealism, which was inspired by impressions from
Angelopoulos’ and Tarkovsky’s films.

The themes of the scoring are “L.ove and Regret”, two contradicting but reconciling
mood. My composer Oliver Mayo and | wanted the music to be subtle and delicate,
without excess notes or melodies. We would love the score to tell the subtext—to
reflect things left unsaid.
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BIOGRAPHY
OF THE
DIRECTOR
FIE A

Born in China in 1995, Story CHEN is a writer director with expertise in fims,
commercials and music videos. She graduated from NYU Tisch School of the
Arts majoring in FILM & TV with a minor in psychology. Her two student short films
made at NYU Tisch, A Woman's Gaze and Marina, received many festival awards.

Her own identity as a hybrid of Eastern and Western culture cultivates her keen
eye on prevailing themes of humanity, transcending cultural and racial differences.
She focuses on depicting the emotional struggles of real life. Her stories also put a
spotlight on minorities like Asian women, LGBTQ and children.

Currently Story is based in New York and Beijing. She has been selected by Asian
Film Academy Busan International Film Festival (BIFF) in 2018.

FILMOGRAPHY

- 2020 Drunk of Sun ( 4min | 16mm film | Experimental )

- 2018 Marina ( 15min | Short Fiction )
- 2016 A Woman’s Gaze ( 18min | Short Fiction )
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273 NIAN
Annabel YAO kZ B

XX TIAN Taiwen ZHANG KA
%% Mr.PENG Rongxi LI %%

CREW THAR

5% Directed by Story CHEN Fr&IZE
5B Written by XIAOZI Muhua 3% FA%E

¥45%1 Executive Producer SHAN Zuolong &{& 1
%15 A Producer LI Xiaoyuan =i

&= i8S Director of Photography Xl Bing &k

%AR#EF Production Designer WANG Vi E#%

B E5S Sound Designer and Mixer FENG Yanming 12Z% ,
ZHANG Yancheng 3 fEf2

EAIES Costume Designer HUANG Zixian #F4#

BU4E[fia] Editing Consultant QIN Yanan Z&=1r#g

Bi%E Edited by DU Junlin #£5%

{Eeh Original Soundtrack Oliver MAYO

JA€ Colorist FU Shu f1#F

R TI5EEK Festival Strategy Rosie RONG ZR&#
SEmigit Poster and Graphic Design &£ 4 Guideswork

BHEIEA | & A Presenter ZHOU Hao E%
BE& 5 A Co-presenters WANG Biaoxia FEZE , HAN Xiao &0



TECHNICAL DETAILS # K 4% CONTACT # % 7 X,

Original title: Hai Bian Sheng Qi Yi Zuo Xuan Ya International sales

English title: The Water Murmurs
Duration: 15 minutes

Shooting format: Digital & 35mm Film
Aspect ratio: 1.33

DCP: 5.1 Color

Year: 2022

Countries of production: China

T.H.ENTERTAINMENT Coproduction
with Dream Media Group, Dream Player

THES -
ENTERTAINMENT

New Europe Film Sales Jan Naszewski
Putawska 152/5

02-670 Warsaw, Poland

VAT: PL952-198-30-91

Mrs.Magdalena Drgas
Mobile: 0048 882 165 221
Email: shorts@neweuropefiimsales.com

Festival agency

Pure Films

RONG Zhangxin (Rosie)

Phone: 0086 183 9595 2899
Email: rong_zhangxin@foxmail.com
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